
Principal’s Message: 
 
Dear West Annapolis Families, 
 
We appreciate everyone’s patience and support as we launch into our testing season. 5th Grade is taking 
their Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA) on March 6th and 7th. All students have had their 
reading levels assessed with our F&P testing. Third quarter assessments for reading, math, and science will 
take place at the end of the month. Thank you for encouraging students to practice their paths on iReady 
Reading and Math. Students have made so much progress!  I cannot say how proud I am of ALL our       
students’ growth and how they have taken the initiative to focus on their continued growth. Their             
excitement is truly amazing! 
 
K-5 registration for the 2023-2024 school year will continue to be on-line and is scheduled to begin after 
Spring Break, exact date TBD. Enrollment at this time is not mandatory, but it is preferred, as it enables the 
school to better prepare for the upcoming school year.  Enrollment continues throughout the summer and 
into the school year, which includes students new to the area for all grades. If you meet a family who will be 
enrolling children at West Annapolis, please ask them to call the school office for more information. They 
may also check the AACPS website. 
 
Information regarding the Science Fair went home in February. Thank you for your participation in          
advance. Many thanks to Mrs. Moran for her efforts and organization of our Science Fair. If you have any 
questions, please reach out to your child’s teacher or Mrs. Moran. 
 
Spring Break is also just around the corner. Students will be out of school for Spring Break April 3rd-April 
10th. The school office will be closed during the break.  Schools will reopen on Tuesday, April 11th.  
One last reminder…MCAP testing for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders will be in April-May. Please be sure that     
students are in attendance and have a great breakfast to fuel their thinking for testing.  Let’s think spring as 
we roll into our third marking period!  
  
Happy Spring!! 
 
 
Jen Bennett 
Principal, West Annapolis Elementary  

Mark your calendars… 
 

March: 
2nd  2 Hour Late Arrival  
  Parent/Teacher Conferences 
3rd  2 Hour early Dismissal 
  Parent/Teacher Conferences 
  PTA Meeting 6:30 
29th  2 Hour Early Dismissal 
30th  2 Hour Early Dismissal 
31st   2 Hour Early Dismissal 

West Annapolis 

Looking ahead to April: 
3rd—10th Schools Closed for Spring Break 
21st  Schools Closed  Eid al-Fitr 

2023 

Retriever News 
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Registration for the 2023-2024 school year is scheduled to begin 

on March 6th for students entering grades 6—12.  

K—5 registration will begin after Spring Break, actual date TBD. 

 
Registration will continue to be on-line through the AACPS website (aacps.org).  
 

 
The following documents will need to be uploaded at the time of registration: 

*Current (within 60 days) lease, rental agreement or mortgage statement 
    (please upload entire lease or deed, or entire first page of mortgage statement—you 

     may cross our any account #s or amounts) 
*Current (within 60 days) cable or utility bill or bank statement 

    (please submit entire first page—you may cross out any account #s or amounts) 
*Child’s birth certificate 

*Child’s immunization records 
*Parent ID 

Please have these documents saved to your computer before you begin the         
registration process, as once you begin, you have to finish the process, you cannot 
save and go back.  

Kindergarten Highlights 

   
Language Arts:  The Kindergarten will be moving into a Weather unit for the remainder of the 
theme- Power in Our World. Your children are learning how to decode unknown words, so allow them 
some think time before helping them with a word they do not know. The books we are working with 
are beginning to include more details and the children are answering comprehension questions (based 
on those details) in class. You can support that learning by asking questions about stories that you 
read with them. Ask about the setting, the character's feelings, why the author wrote the story, 
etc. See if they can give you a summary of the story or break the story down into 3 main parts. 
Make sure that their answer matches your question.  
Math:  We will continue to learn how to add and subtract as well as identify and build teen numbers. 
At this point, we are not concerned about memorizing the facts but actually understanding what 
those processes mean- what is really happening when you add and subtract as well as how this can be 
used in everyday life.  
Science and Social Studies:  We will focus most of our time on studying the weather. Students will 
learn how  weather changes from season to season, how the sun effects weather, how weather 
is measured, and how extreme weather occurs.  
 

ATTENDANCE-please read! 
When your child is absent... 
 

*Please send a note or email, explaining your child’s absence, to your child’s teacher 
within 3 days of your child’s absence. The teacher will take care of notifying the  
office.  
*No need to call the office to report an absence! 
*Please note: when your student is absent, you will receive an automated call from 
AACPS letting you know that your child is not in school. These calls are not       
generated at the school level and cannot be cancelled.  
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1st Grade News 

2nd Grade Scoop 
 

In math, students will be using place value understanding to add and subtract three-
digit numbers, with and without regrouping. Please continue reviewing addition and  
subtraction facts with your child. 

In social studies, second graders are reading about storytellers and learning 
about Native Americans and how they used storytelling. 

In writing, students will be writing an opinion essay, giving a book of their choice a 
"book award" they create. 
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4th Grade Features  
Reading:  

We are moving our focus on to more literary texts. Students will read and analyze stories 
about our unit theme of change. We will also be working on comparing characters,        
settings, and themes among various pieces. They will need to be able to write an essay   
explaining how a theme is supported throughout the text.  

Writing:   

We are now in our opinion writing unit. We will be analyzing strong arguments and how to         
formulate an opinion essay and speech. The students will express their personal thoughts 
and opinions on a variety of topics, and persuade others throughout their writing.   

Math:   

Students will focus their understanding on multiplying a whole number by a fraction.   
Students will use the number line and area model strategies to multiply whole numbers by 
unit and non-unit fractions. Toward the end of the unit, students will apply these newly 
learned strategies to solve multiplicative comparison and real-world type problems. 

Science:  

Students will be learning about the transfer of energy in various forms. In this month's 
unit, students will be experimenting with the transfer of energy when a moving objects 
collide with a stationary object and with moving objects. 

Social Studies:Students will be discussing what it meant to be a Loyalist or a Patriot in the 
years leading up to the American Revolution. 

3rd Grade Highlights  
 

We're looking forward to warmer weather around the corner. A great big shout out to our parents for a successful 

Valentine's Day celebration - and especially our room parents for organizing. We had a great time!  
 

Language Arts:  In writing we are continuing to write persuasive speeches about problems we see in our community 

as well as things we find "noteworthy." We will continue to focus on using proper conventions. In reading we will be 

reading both poetry and fiction texts with a focus on central message. 

Math: Students are continuing their unit on fractions; comparing and finding equivalent fractions.  

Students should be studying their last 3 facts: the nines, eights, and sevens for mastery. At this point, they have been 

introduced to strategies related to all their facts to 10. Please work with your child every night for a few minutes to 

achieve mastery. Students should also be on iReady Math for at least 30 minutes a week.  

Science: We are currently studying the science of genetics and environmental influences - like climate change - on 

plants and animals. We will then be studying weather and climates in different regions of the world. 

Social Studies: Students have been learning about natural, capital, and human resources. We've also been discussing 

budgeting and why we make economic choices. 

5th Grade Flash  
Reading and Writing—In reading we will begin to work with poems (finding theme and mood) and in 

writing we will continue to work on opinion writing. 

Science—We will be continue our new unit, “What’s the Matter?”, exploring the different states of 

matter, how they can change and how we can identify matter using qualitative and quantitative data. 

Math—We will be continuing our studies of dividing whole numbers and unit fractions. In our next unit, 

“Operations with Decimals”, we will focus on place values and a variety of different strategies to add, 

subtract, multiply and divide with decimals. We will continue to focus on models with labels to help us to 

discover and interpret patterns to help students to understanding the why to the position of 

the   decimal point in the answer to any given operation.  

Social Studies— We will continue to explore the conflict and challenges of American and Economic, Political 

and Civic Life (1865-1910) that changes the constitution.  
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Art Adventures 
   

Special Announcements: 

*The annual Youth Art Month exhibit will occur from March 1-23 at 

Discoveries: The Library at the Mall.  Students with work selected 

to go on display will receive a letter.  
 

*Save the date: the qnnual 4th grade field trip to the National 

Gallery of Art will occur on Thursday May 11th.  Permission slips will  

       be sent home in April. 

 

 

 

March Library Media News: Mrs. Robbins & Mrs. Stockett 

The primary students will be learning about nonfiction text features in books and in online 
database such as PebbleGo. Our intermediate students are learning about poetry and voice. 
They will be learning about black out poetry and imagery in poetry.  
 
The students are continuing to read the 2022-2023 Maryland Black Eyed Susan picture 
books. Ask your child to tell you about their favorite story so far. Voting will end April 25th.  

Physical Education Highlights 
 

Grades K-2 
 
*Creative Movement and Dance 
 
*Nutrition  
-MyPlate/Food Groups 
-All Foods Fit Philosophy 
-Hydration 
 
*Station Activities 
 -Ropes  
 -Paddles 
 -Balance Boards 
 -Beach Balls for Striking/Volleying 

 

As always, please 
dress for the mess in art! 

Grades 3-5 
 

*Jump Rope Skills 
 -Long Ropes 
 -Short Ropes 
 
*Nutrition  
 -MyPlate/Food Groups 
 -All Foods Fit Philosophy 
 -Hydration 
 
*Basketball Skills and Games 
 -Dribbling 
 -Passing 
 -Shooting 
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Music Notes 
March is “Music In Our Schools Month”, a national emphasis month created 
to recognize the importance of  having music education in our  public 
schools. Music education has been found to have a direct effect 
on reading, learning and test scores. In schools, music incorporates all of 
the thinking skills along with reading and at the same time provides 
another “language” for students to communicate their ideas and emotions. 
Music challenges students to think about and respond to themselves and 
the world of experience in many ways. It cultivates skills and discipline. 
Music helps children understand their own culture as well as others. Music 
allows students to discover creative ways of thinking about questions and 
problems. Research has confirmed that music education strengthens 
academic performance. 

 

Please check on Brightspace for regular updates from music  and strings class!  

 

Mark Your Calendars:  
Wednesday March 29th : 3rd Grade field trip to Baltimore Symphony Orchestra  
Sunday, May 21st : National Anthem at Bowie Baysox 
Thursday, June 1st : Spring Concert (3rd strings, 4th and 5th grade) 

We are in the home stretch with many of our projects and we will be beginning new    

modules in most grades by mid-March. The Engineering Design Process is such a big part 

of what we do but seeing all the student’s prototypes really brings it all together.  

Kindergarten:  Wrapping up Fishy Problems How can I create a tool to solve a problem? Moving onto Kid Robot How 
can I use what I know about measurement to create an actual size robot of myself? 
First Grade: Wrapping up School Hack How might we use tools in unusual ways? Moving onto Pigeon Perch How can 
we design and construct a perch that will hold the weight of a bird? 
Second Grade: Wrapping up Playground Access How can we, as playground designers, create a piece of playground 
equipment that meets the needs of all students? Moving onto Illuminart How can we design a piece of art that uses circuits 
and systems? 
Third Grade: Wrapping up Magnet Mates How might we use measurement skills to create a locker magnet that represents 
our client? Moving onto Mini Relief Drop How can we as Red Cross Aid Workers create a scale model of a parachute sys-
tem that successfully delivers a payload of supplies to people in need? 
Fourth Grade: Wrapping up Battle Bots How can we design a spinning top to maximize the duration of rotations and/or to 
continue rotating when bumped into other objects? Moving onto Straw Rockets How will making design changes affect the 
flight pattern of a rocket? 
Fifth Grade: Continuing to work on Mission to Mars How can we use our measurement, calculation, and communications 
skills to navigate a human rover through a mapped course?  
 

Our school’s Science Fair/Innovators of Science and Engineering Challenge is well under way, and we   
currently have 60 students participating!  Wow! 

 

Project displays, which must be on a trifold, are due to the Media Center on  
Monday, March 20th at 8:30 AM  

Our school’s Science Fair will take place on  
Tuesday, March 21st and Wednesday, March 22nd 

The Awards Ceremony will be on  
Thursday, March 23rd at 6 PM  

 

Please consider being a judge for our Science Fair!  We need many volunteers to make this a success and 
would appreciate any time that you would be willing to give.  
Copy and paste the following link in your browser to sign up: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4BAFAB2AA3FD0-science1  



February V.I.R.’s 
 
We are continuing the V.I.R recognition program at WAES this year.  Each month, 
teachers will pick a trait or a behavior that the class will concentrate on for that 
month.  Some examples are perseverance, cooperation, and responsibility.  The 
teacher will then pick a student that has exemplified that trait throughout the 
month.  This student will be named a V.I.R. - Very Important Retriever.   
The students will be recognized with a certificate that will be displayed in our gym 
lobby showcase. They will also have their names announced on the morning  
announcements and in the monthly newsletter.  The V.I.R. will also be  
able to bring in a small item to display with their certificate.  Some    
examples include pictures of family, pictures of pets, a favorite stuffed  
animal, or an award or trophy that the student is proud of.  
  
The VIR quality for March is "Respect for Others".  Schoolwide we will be striving to 
earn 1,400 Paw Passes for the March incentive, "Musical March Game Celebration” 
We know our respectful retriever students can do it! Please reinforce our       
school-wide rules with your children at home. Be sure to ask your child about his/
her “Paw Passes” and how he/she earned them.  Remind your child each morning to 
always do his/her best and show how “Retrievers Rock Respect!”  
 

We are proud to announce the following V.I.R.s for the month of February: 

 
K—Mrs. Ganey    Kamille G.    
K—Mrs. Giaimo    Owen F.    
1st—Mrs. Riley    Ryan S.    
1st—Mrs. Stanley   Sawyer M. 
2nd—Mrs. Kegley   Einin H.   
2nd—Mrs. Minzak   Abigail Z.    
3rd—Mrs. McLaughlin   Landon T.    
3rd—Mrs. Thorn    Jazneri C.-S.   
4th—Mrs. Galyon   Trevric C.   
4th—Mrs.  Marino   Bresaida B.   
5th—Mrs. Jeffries   Reagan S.  
5th—Mrs. Portocarrero  Genesis R.-L.  
Stem—Mrs. Moran   Esther A.  
Media—Mrs. Robbins   Ethan L.  
P.E.—Mrs. Rodriguez   Chase G.  
Counselor—Mrs. Rogers  Giuliana G. 
Art—Mrs. Shuey    Elizabeth I.   
Music—Ms. Stein   Olivia M. 
Reading—Taneyhill   Stella S. 
Special Ed.—Mrs. Brightbill  Austin H. 
ELL—Ms. Thomas   Meylli M. C. 

   

   

 



Health Room Hello! 
 

*Please continue to bring in physical and lead forms for your child and continue to 
update us in the health room for any health information on how to best take care 
of your child while in school.  Physical and blood lead form reminders have been 
sent out via mail. 
*Reminder if you think your child will need to take medication at school for any 
period of time, a form is required to be filled out by the doctor and nurse before it 
can be stored and administered in our health room.  The form can be found online 
at https://www.aahealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/med-form.pdf, or call the 
health room and speak to Mrs. Monroe, HA, or Mrs. Skiscim,  RN. 
*As coughs and colds emerge, any form of cough drop must be kept in the health 
room and have a form signed.   
*Nicotine-free information week begins March 6th-March 10th 
*Poison control information week begins March 20th-March 24th 
*Please pack an extra change of clothes for your child in their backpack, no matter 
the accident, we want to make sure they are clean and dry and ready to learn. 
 
Please call us  
with any questions or concerns. 
Kaitlyn Skiscim, RN 
nurse4272@aacps.org  
and Ruth Monroe, HA 
health4272@aacps.org 
 
Direct Line to Health Room: 
410-267-0036  

 
 
 
 

*Spirit Week begins Monday, March 6th! Please see the flyer on the next page! 

*Please join us for our March PTA Meeting- March 2nd at 6pm in the Media Center. We 
have a very      special guest speaker to discuss smart phones, social media, texting, and 
how to help monitor your child’s activity and general access to the internet.  Currently our 
children are exposed to things so much earlier due to their access to social media and we 
would like to help support you at home with information and tips to keep our children safe 
online and on their devices. We hope you find this presentation helpful and look forward to 
seeing you there. 

*Our Outdoor Classrooms and Wooded Play Area at WAES are shared spaces. In order to 
keep these spaces in good, working order, we will need to care for them together. Please 
consider signing up for a week of care. You can choose any day in your week (beginning 
on a Monday) to come by before or after school hours or on the weekend and tidy up. We 
have more slots available! Look for the sign up in your most recent Retriever Report. 

 *Take Out Tuesday will be on Tuesday, March 28th. It’s a crowd favorite! We are partnering 
again with Moe’s Southwest Grill and providing Taco Kits (purchased beforehand and 
picked up curbside at the school). Be on the lookout for the link to pre-purchase your kits in 
the Retriever Report & on Facebook, as well as flyers sent home in Tuesday Folders. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aahealth.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F08%2Fmed-form.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CJDIKE%40AACPS.org%7C80a4b947155443b7389308db14e3439c%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C6381267385384
mailto:nurse4272@aacps.org
mailto:health4272@aacps.org





